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He had other interests as well, since his letters
from the front had been favourably received on their
first appearance in the newspapers. This mild suc-
cess encouraged him to make a volume of them and
to write a book about the whole campaign. He had
a taste for words; and presently his afternoons
were occupied in the enjoyable exercise of composi-
tion, accelerated by intelligence that The Times
correspondent was engaged in doing the same thing.
His mother found a London publisher; his uncle
read the proofs; and The Story of the Malakand field
Force appeared in 1898. A lucid study of Frontier
warfare, it was strongly influenced in its more im-
pressive passages by the Decline and Fall* since subal-
terns of twenty-three are not* of themselves, prone
to reflections which "the philosopher may observe
with pity, and the philanthropist deplore with pain/*
On this Gibbonian foundation he reared a structure
of clear and lively narrative, bearing a slight resem-
blance to the writings of a patriotic clergyman of
military tastes, whose work enjoyed a wide con-
temporary popularity and adorned school prize-
givings with awards of How England Savtd EttropG
and Fights for the F/ag* Its chapter-headings, with a
selection of assorted mottoes, bore witness to the
authors reading^ when drawn from Kipling, Teeny-
son, Omar Khayyam, Sir Alfred Lyall, Shakespeare, and
Byron (on the subject of their common atm& mater^ and
possibly to his Familiar Quotation^ when retrieved from
such more recondite sources as Lucretius and Burke*

But the book's significance lies in its revelation of-
the author* He was all for action.
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